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they been brought into a situation of difficulty, in
consequence of the amendment which had been pro-
posed. The honorable gentleman, he believed, had
suggested the -amendment (at least he gave him
credit for the motive) from a wish to render the mo-
tion more palatable to the house; and it certainly
had met the entire approbation of one honorable
gentleman (Mr. Windham), who had previously
shewed signs of being desirous to speak, but who had
remained apparently quite at his ease since the
amendment had been proposed. While he was
congratulating himself, however, upon the acquisi-
tion of the influence, the authority, and what was
not the least consideration of that honorable gentle-
man, he was concerned to find that it had made them
lose the vote of a learned gentleman (the Master of
the Rolls). [Here there was a cry of No! No!]
He hoped, however, that the motion would not be got
rid of by a quibble, but they would come to-a fair
and .intelligible issue; and that conceiving* it, as
they must, to be an affair in which it was disgraceful
for our ally, the Emperor, to act, and in which it was
disgraceful for the government of Great Britain not to
interfere, they would, in a bold and manly way, vote
an address to His Majesty, immediately, to use his
influence with the Court of Vienna in behalf of the
unfortunate persons who were the subject of this
evening's debate. An honorable gentleman asked*
if we were prepared to break oft* our alliance with
the Emperor, if our intercessions failed of success ?
In the first place, there was no reason to anticipate
a failure before the attempt was made; and, in the
next place, the failure of the attempt by no means
implied the necessity of breaking off the alliance.
With respect to the precedent of Mr. Asgill, which
had been disputed, the objection was not wellfounded;
for, though the application originated in the Queen,
it came immediately from the King- of France. And
in the present instance, he was of opinion that it
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